
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



7 7 January 24, 1896 

has made its appearance in some of the houses lining the shore. 
Malaria also has greatly increased, and has made some victims. The 
shipping so far has kept free from disease, but as soon as the vessels 
arrive for the sugar crop, then I am fearful that yellow fever will make 
its unwelcome appearance among the crews. 

There were 15 deaths from yellow fever in Santiago in the past week. 

The greatest care is exercised in issuing bills of health to vessels 
bound to the United States, visas being given this week to steamers 
Uarnwell, British, for Philadelphia ; Mexico, Spanish, for New York ; 
Niagara, American, also bound for New York ; and Mameluke, British, 
for Philadelphia. 

Eespectfully, yours, Henky S. Caminero, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, M. M. 8. 

Santiago de Cuba, January 11, 1896. 
SiE : I have the honor to report that there were 12 deaths from yellow 
fever in this city during the past week ; number of cases unknown. 
The weather has been rather cool, mean temperature 82°, so that the 
amount of fever remained about stationary. 

Bills of health or visas granted by me during the week to the follow- 
ing vessels, viz : Steamship Earnford, British, bound for Philadelphia ; 
steamship William Anning, British, bound for Baltimore ; bark Serens, 
American, bound for New York via Nevassa ; steamship Tafna, British, 
bound for Philadelphia, all of which I found in good condition. 

Yours, respectfully, Henet S. Caminero, 

Sanitary Injector, M. H. S. 

FRANCE. 

Report on use of tubercular serum in consumption, as recommended by 
Professor Marigliano of Italy. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Havre, August 26, 1895. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith a report on the new method 
of cure for consumption, which is now attracting much attention in 
Europe among both the general public and the scientific world. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

C. W. Chancellor, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.] 

A NEW CUEK FOE CONSUMPTION. 

At the congress of physicians and scientists recently held at Bordeaux to consider 
the question of combating consumption by the Vaccine de la Tuberculose, Professor 
Marigliano, an Italian savant, read a paper which has attracted considerable attention, 
especially among the general public. He claims to have discovered an eflScacious pro- 
cess for the treatment of consumption by the injection of tubercular serum, which he 
says renders the subjects of this most formidable and fatal of all maladies immune. 

The paper has naturally excited great interest in the scientific world ; but in view of 
the signal failure, only a few years ago, of Koch's innoculation method for the cure of 
tuberculous lesions, coupled with the somewhat negative results after extensive experi- 
ments with Dr. Eoux's serum treatment for diphtheria, it must be admitted that it 
would not be quite safe at present to pronounce definitely upon the value of this new 
process for the cure of consumption, though introduced by one of such high standing in 
the profession as Dr. Marigliano. His experiments will no doubt open a new era in the 
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history of curative methods, and may ultimately make it possible to modify or contro 
the tuberculous dyscrasia, and to this extent they are certainly valuable ; but thus fa 
the method can only be considered tentative. The efforts are still in the experimenta 
phase. 

The great mortality from the disease accounts for the willingness with which thousands 
of consumptive invalids submit themselves to this, or indeed any, process of treatment 
which offers the remotest possibility of immunity or amelioration. Recent statistics 
show that in the city of Pans and the Department of the Seine consumption has caused 
thirty-eight times more deaths than smallpox and scarlet fever combined ; sixteen times 
more than typhoid fever and eight times more than diphtheria. It has also been demon- 
strated by statistics that in the districts above mentioned pulmonary consumption is 
five times more fatal than the other named maladies united. And what is true of Paris 
and the Department of the Seine is also true of other European countries. From 1889 
to 1894, inclusive, a period of five years, the average annual mortality in Vienna from 
tuberculosis was 540 per 100,000 inhabitants ; in Budapest, 546 per 100,000 inhabitants ; 
and in the whole of France during the same period there were 409 deaths from consump- 
tion per 100,000 of population, a greater mortality than that caused by the most malig- 
nant epidemics of cholera. 

Under such unpromising circumstances it is not surprising that sufferers from the 
disease should seek blindly any medium that holds out the slightest prospect of relief. 
As a matter of fact, Dr. Marigliano's paper is open to several objections, and his "infal- 
lible cure ' ' can not yet be regarded as an accomplished fact. 

The first objection is that he gives no precise information concerning the process 
of obtaining the serum, and it can only be had through him personally ; in the second 
place his statistics are incomplete and unsatisfactory, and withal lack confirmation. It 
would be well, therefore, for our countrymen, who may be disposed to give the remedy 
a trial, to remember Dr. Koch's lamentable failure in the same direction a few years 
ago, and wait until the remedy has been duly tested by other physicians than the 
inventor. 

Chaeles W. Chakcelloe, 

Havee, August S4, 1895. United States Consul. 

MEXICO. 

Death rate of Vera Cruz and deaths from yellow fever during 1895. 

Consulate of the United States, 
• Vera Oruz, January 10, 1896. 

Sir : On December 31, 1894, I reported the number of deaths and 
causes of same for the year 1895. I would say that there has been quite 
a decrease in the death rate, especially so in yellow fever. The census 
of the city has been taken, and from this a more correct report of the 
rate per thousand can be furnished. I based my report for 1894 on an 
estimated population of 30,000, giving a death rate of 53i per thou- 
sand. This, if the census is correct, was too low. Basing the rate on ■ 
population as per census of 27,000 (27,065), we would have a rate of 59 y 
per thousand. In 1895 the total number of deaths from all causes was 
1,412. Only 159 were from yellow fever, being a decrease in total num- 
ber of deaths of 193, and from yellow fever of 50. The rate per thousand 
has decreased considerably — from 59i in 1894 to 52J in 1895 per thou- 
sand of population. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Charles Schaefer, 

United States Consul. 

VENEZUELA. 

Report on the results of serum therapy in cases of leprosy. 

Maracaibo, December 26, 1895. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose copy and translation of a letter from 
Dr. Carrasquilla, a noted physician of Bogota, respecting the result of 



